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WESTERN AUSTRALIA POLICE FORCE — STAFF 
684. Mr P.J. RUNDLE to the Minister for Police: 
I refer to comments yesterday by the Commissioner of Police that the government’s plan to sack 100 backroom 
police staff may mean that police officers have to do some roles presently done by police staff. Given the problem 
of attracting and retaining police to regional areas, how will the government’s plan to increase their workload help? 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
I thank the member for the question. Firstly, I might just note that he has inaccurately quoted the police commissioner. 
Mr P.C. Tinley: Verballing! 
The SPEAKER: I will verbal you, Minister for Housing! 
Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I also make clear the point that police officers have been quarantined from the 
3 000 voluntary redundancies. In addition to the fact that no police officers are part of that redundancy scheme, 
our government announced, as part of the budget process, 138 additional police officers. That is 100 for the meth 
border force, 25 for the regional enforcement unit—something that will be very relevant to country members—
and 13 to supplement numbers at the extended-hours police stations. It is interesting that this question too is on 
a day when again the Liberal Party has rejected our proposal for the gold industry. It was again rejected by it. The 
fact of the matter is that the government that the National Party was a part of, its leader, and the Leader of the 
Opposition as Treasurer, cut massive funding — 

Mr R.S. Love: What has that got to do with the question about police numbers? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: I will tell the member what it has to do with it — 

Mr V.A. Catania: So you’re defending the 100 jobs cut! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is the member defending the $43 million — 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central and member for Moore! Member for Moore, you have just 
chatted all day there today. Are you lonely there or something? I call you both to order. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: If we look at the Liberal Party’s midyear statement — 

Mr V.A. Catania: Answer the question: are you getting rid of the police or not? Clearly, you are. 

The SPEAKER: Member for North West Central, I call you to order for the second time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Again, what an ignorant interjection from the member. The point of the matter is, firstly, 
I have made it quite clear that we are not getting rid of police, if the member wants an answer to his inane interjection. 

Several members interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That was his inane interjection. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members of the National Party, I will call you all to order! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The whole reason that we are having to cut 3 000 people from the public service is the 
budget situation left by those people sitting opposite. The fact of the matter is that when they produced their 
midyear review last year, they were cutting $44 million out of the police budget. They built into the police budget 
a huge fiscal cliff. What have we done? We have added money for extra police officers. In the former government’s 
midyear review between 2017–18 and 2018–19, it cut the budget from $1.43 billion to $1.39 billion—a cut of 
some $44 million. That kind of money cannot be cut out of the police budget without cutting jobs. A lot more jobs 
would have gone had its budget remained in place. By comparison, our police budget for 2018–19 injects — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I gave you four opportunities. I call you to order for the first time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: In comparison, our budget for 2018–19 — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Health, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Our budget for 2018–19 injects a further $45 million compared with the former 
government’s estimates for 2018–19. We have funded the meth border force, we are funding a regional enforcement 
unit and we are funding other additional new police officers. We are increasing the number of police officers. 
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Mr R.S. Love interjected. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: How many extra police officers did the former government fund in its forward estimates? 
Zero! We are funding 138 more, and 20 more police staff. 
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